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Processing Sexual Assault Evidence
430.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The proper collection and processing of physical evidence is vital to the success of any sexual 
assault investigation. The challenge for the investigating officer is to ensure that evidence is 
collected with as little additional trauma to victim as possible and that the evidence is processed 
following a defined protocol and a clearly established chain of custody.

430.2   PRIMARY VICTIM EXAMINATION FACILITY
Anaheim Memorial Hospital (AMH) serves as the county’s primary examination facility for the 
collection of physical evidence involving adult sexual assault victims. Investigating officers using 
this facility are required to notify the hospital, the on-call forensic nurse specialist, and the sexual 
assault crisis advocate in advance that a sexual assault victim in need of an examination is 
enroute. The hospital’s location and relevant telephone numbers are:

Anaheim Memorial Hospital
1111 West La Palma
Anaheim, CA 92801

Emergency Room:  (714) 999-6111
Forensic Nurse Specialist on-call:  (562) 497-0147
Sexual Assault Hotline: (714) 957-2737
Forensic Nurse at AMH (714) 999-5136

430.3   SEXUAL ASSAULT EVIDENCE KITS
The Orange County Crime Lab (OCCL), distributes two types of sexual assault kits to police 
departments and hospitals in Orange County. These are victim and suspect sexual assault 
evidence kits.

Victim sexual assault evidence kits are only retained by AMH, who will have the sexual assault 
evidence kits transferred to the OCCL for analysis. A supply of suspect sexual assault kits are 
stored in a labeled cabinet in the IPD CSI office. Suspect sexual assault kits are only retained 
by IPD CSI.

430.4   PROCESSING VICTIM EVIDENCE KITS
AMH has a supply of victim sexual assault victim evidence kits on site. Once the victim is examined 
at AMH, they will retain the sexual assault evidence kit and have it transferred to OCCL.

If the victim is injured to such a degree requiring transportation by ambulance to a hospital 
other than AMH, the investigating officer should coordinate with the responding forensic nurse 
specialist to ensure a victim sexual assault evidence kit will be brought to the said hospital for 
the examination of the victim. In these situations the AMH Forensic Nurse will respond to the 
hospital
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in question, and conduct a mobile examination. The investigating officer will then be given the 
sexual assault evidence kit to book at IPD.

It is the responsibility of the assigned detective to submit an online request to OCCL to have the 
sexual assault evidence kit analyzed (www.occl.ocgov.com/Apps /Logon). In addition to this, the 
assigned detective is responsible for having the sexual assault evidence kits entered into 
regional information sharing systems (RISS) to ensure that the sexual assault evidence kits are 
tracked (www.riss.net).

Once the sexual assault evidence kits have been analyzed by OCCL, they will be returned to 
Irvine Police Department Property. Once received, property will contact the assigned detective to 
have them book the urine standard, blood standard, and sexual assault evidence kit into evidence. 
A supplemental report documenting this will need to be completed by the detective booking the 
urine standard, blood standard and the sexual assault kit into IPD evidence.

430.5   PROCESSING SUSPECT EVIDENCE KITS
Suspect evidence kits are only stored in CSI and can only be accessed by CSI personnel after 
hours.

The suspect evidence kit should be completed when a suspect has been arrested in a timely 
manner compared to the time frame of the crime. In the event the suspect evidence kit is required, 
CSI should be contacted to process the suspect. Once the suspect evidence kit is completed, CSI 
will book the evidence kit into evidence.

It is the responsibility of the assigned detective to submit an online request to OCCL to have the 
suspect sexual assault evidence kit analyzed by the OCCL (www.occl.ocgov.com/Apps /Logon).

Once the sexual assault evidence kits have been analyzed by OCCL, they will be returned to 
Irvine Police Department Property. Once received, property will contact the assigned detective to 
have them book the urine standard, blood standard, and sexual assault evidence kit into evidence. 
A supplemental report documenting this will need to be completed by the detective booking the 
urine standard, blood standard and the sexual assault kit into IPD evidence.


