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CSI Processing of Recovered Stolen and
Embezzled Vehicles
608.1   PROCEDURE
The processing of recovered stolen vehicles has the potential to yield physical evidence (latent 
prints and DNA) resulting in the identification of investigative leads.

This policy is designed to address situations frequently encountered by patrol personnel. It does 
not identify every possible scenario, thus CSI may need to assess the circumstances on a case 
by case basis.

608.1.1   IRVINE PD STOLEN VEHICLE WITH SUSPECT(S) IN-CUSTODY (IN OC AND OUT 
OF COUNTY)
Any recovered stolen vehicles in which a driver is in-custody will not be processed by Irvine Police 
Department CSI Unit unless requested by the handling detective, Forensic Supervisor, Sergeant, 
or Watch Commander.

608.1.2   IRVINE PD STOLEN VEHICLE WITH NO SUSPECT(S) IN-CUSTODY
Any recovered stolen vehicles in which no one is in-custody will be processed by the Irvine Police 
Department CSI Unit if the vehicle is recovered within Orange County and the SVS entry specifies 
“hold for prints.” The Forensic Specialist may ask to be escorted by an officer to the location.

Vehicles recovered outside of Orange County will not be processed unless the vehicle is 
directly associated to another felony crime. A handling detective, Forensic Supervisor, or Watch 
Commander may direct a Forensic Specialist to process a vehicle outside of Orange County. In 
this situation, the Forensic Specialist will be escorted to the location by an officer.

608.1.3   OUTSIDE AGENCY STOLEN VEHICLE (ORANGE COUNTY AGENCIES)
Any vehicles stolen from another jurisdiction in Orange County and recovered in Irvine will be 
processed upon request from the outside agency. Dispatch, patrol personnel, nor CSI should 
assume the vehicle is to be processed unless specified in the SVS entry and confirmed with the 
agency. The Forensic Specialist is responsible for contacting the agency to inquire if they will 
respond to process the vehicle or if they desire the Irvine Police Department CSI Unit to process it. 
Under the Orange County Police Chief’s Agreement, agencies will process a vehicle if requested. 
The Forensic Specialist is responsible for obtaining the name and badge number of the person 
he/she spoke with to document whether the vehicle will be processed. A note will be added to the 
remarks section of the call. If the vehicle will not be processed, the Forensic Specialist will contact 
Dispatch or the handling officer to inform him/her of the decision.

608.1.4   OUT OF COUNTY AGENCY STOLEN VEHICLE
The Forensic Specialist will contact the outside agency to inquire if CSI processing is desired. 
The Forensic Specialist will obtain the name and badge number of the contact person and make 
a notation in the remarks section of the call.
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608.1.5   EMBEZZLED VEHICLES
Due to the high probability of cross contamination and destruction of physical evidence from 
multiple drivers and employees, embezzled vehicles from rental car companies will not be 
processed by the CSI Unit, unless the vehicle can be linked to another felony crime.

Personal vehicles rented out via car-sharing applications will not be processed unless the vehicle 
can be linked to another felony crime.

608.1.6   SVS ENTRIES
Stolen vehicle, no felony crime involved: “HOLD FOR PRINTS IF RECOVERED IN ORANGE 
COUNTY.”

Stolen vehicle with felony crime involved: “HOLD FOR PRINTS.”

Embezzled vehicle: “NO HOLD.”

If there are special circumstances that do not fit neatly into one of these categories, the option to 
enter a “HOLD FOR PRINTS” is always available.




