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DISASTER PLANNING TIPS FOR PETS

DAVID L. MAGGARD, JR.

The City of Irvine Animal Services and the Humane Society of the United States  cHierorpoLice
(HSUS) offer the following tips to pet owners for designing an emergency safety
plan:

If you evacuate your home, DO NOT LEAVE YOUR PETS BEHIND! Pets most
likely cannot survive on their own; and if by some remote chance they do, you may
not be able to find them when you return.

= For public health reason, many emergency shelters cannot accept pets. Find
out which motels and hotels in your area allow pets well in advance of
needing them. Include your local animal shelter’'s phone number (Irvine
Animal Shelter 949-724-7740) in your list of emergency numbers—they might
be able to provide information concerning pets during a disaster.

= Make sure you have a secure pet carrier, leash, or harness for your pet so
that if he panics, he can’t escape.

= Take pet food, bottled water, medication, veterinary records, cat litter/pan,
can opener, food dishes, first aid kit, and other supplies with you in case
they’re not available later. Consider packing a “pet survival” kit now, which
could be easily deployed if disaster hits.

= If you are unable to return to your home, you may need to board your pet.
Most boarding kennels, veterinarians, and animal shelters will need your pet’s
medical records to make sure all vaccinations are current. Include copies in
your “pet survival” kit along with a photo of your pet.

= Ifitis impossible to take your pet with you to temporary shelter, contact
friends, family, veterinarian, or boarding kennels to arrange for care. Make
sure medical and feeding information, food, medicine, and other supplies
accompany your pet to his foster home. Note: Some animal shelters will
provide temporary foster care for owned pets in times of disaster, but this
should be considered only as a last resort.

= If you have no alternative but to leave your pet at home, there are some
precautions you must take, but remember that leaving your pet at home alone
can place your animal in great danger. Confine you pet to a safe area inside
— NEVER leave your pet chained outside. Place a notice outside in a visible
area, advising what pets are in the house and where they are located.
Provide a phone number where you or a contact can be reached as well as
the name and number of your vet.

For further information contact-Irvine Police Department, Animal Service (949) 724-7092.



