Priority Projects
Fourth Quarter Status Report
for 2012
GREAT PARK / GREAT PARK NEIGHBORHOODS
1.

Identify Additional Funding Sources for Capital Projects and Special Programs
The Orange County Great Park secured a $100,000 gift from Bank of America in support
of the U.S. Department of Energy Solar Decathlon and XPO, as well as a $45,000 grant
from the South Coast Air Quality Management District to fund transportation between
the Irvine Transportation Center and XPO. Additionally, $250,000 from Wells Fargo
Bank and $25,000 from Bosch Community Fund have been donated.
The following pledges have also been received: $100,000 from FivePoint Communities;
$3,000 from Southern California Gas Company and $30,000 for in-kind services from
Cox Communications. The Great Park has entered into a $25,000 gift agreement for inkind services from Tierra Verde Industries and is preparing a $30,000 gift agreement for
in-kind services from the Irvine Ranch Water District.

2.

Process Great Park Neighborhoods Development Entitlements
The City entitlement team has substantially completed its work in reviewing and refining
the General Plan Amendment and Zone Change applications covering the Great Park
Neighborhoods project area in both Planning Areas 30 and 51. The two areas where
additional work is required is the completion of the environmental review including
issues related to the proposed relocation of the Wildlife Corridor and the completion of
amendments to the affordable housing plan. Both of these items are awaiting action from
FivePoint Communities. No date for public hearings has been determined.

3.

Great Park Neighborhoods Construction Activities
Heritage Fields is conducting rough grading and constructing street improvements in
District 8, located between Irvine Boulevard and Portola Parkway. Plan check is
underway for precise grading and infrastructure work is under construction on Irvine
Boulevard and Ridge Valley. On March 15, homebuilders for FivePoint Communities
submitted building permit applications for ten model home complexes in District 8.
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In January, Heritage Fields started demolition activities in District 1 North, located
between Trabuco Road and Irvine Boulevard. Heritage Fields has started grading for
Trabuco Road improvements and plans to complete construction by September 2013 in
time for the Solar Decathlon. Heritage Fields has also submitted plans for City plan check
review for Trabuco Road landscape improvements, Bee Canyon Channel, sewer
improvements and an Irvine Ranch Water District reclaimed water line.

INFRASTRUCTURE AND TRANSPORTATION
4.

Construction and Roadway Infrastructure Improvements
The Marine Way Improvement Project was completed in December on schedule and in
time for the Great Park New Year’s Eve Event. The project constructed new bicycle
lanes, street lighting and landscaping.
The Sand Canyon Grade Separation Project at the Metrolink railroad tracks continues on
schedule. Installation of the new railroad bridge is scheduled from February to April 2013
with a full nine-day road closure scheduled in early May 2013. Work on the Jamboree/I-5
Widening Project continues with an estimated completion date of June 2013.
Renovation of the Civic Center Fueling Station is under way. Intermittent access
restrictions to the secured back parking lot will be in place during construction.

5.

Transportation and Other Capital Improvement Projects in Support of Planned
Growth
Renovation improvements are under construction at the Northwood Park Community
Center and planning is also underway for new community centers at Oak Creek and Quail
Hill Community Parks.

OPEN SPACE ACCESS
6.

Provide Access to Southern Open Space
The California Parks and Recreation Society awarded Bommer Canyon Trailhead a Best
of the Best Award in 2012. The award recognized excellence in overall park planning,
design, operation and maintenance. Plans for a universally accessible nature walk
adjacent to the Bommer Canyon Cattle Camp are complete and the project will be
constructed this summer.

PUBLIC SAFETY
7.

Coordinate the Family Violence Prevention Project
During the fourth quarter of 2012, the Victim Advocate assisted 133 new crime victims.
Victims were provided crisis intervention, information regarding the criminal justice
system and related referrals as appropriate. Since the in-house Victim Advocate began in
January 2010, more than 1,133 victims have received frontline support and resources.
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ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
8.

City Facilities Modernization and Energy Efficiency Improvements
Two heaters were replaced in the William Woollett Jr. Aquatics Center competition pool
with energy efficient boilers, estimated to save approximately $7,700 and 14,188 thermal
units annually. Two boilers were provided for the cost of one, with the vendor providing
the second boiler in exchange for serving as a test location for state of the art equipment.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
9.

Fine Tune City’s Internal/External Communications Strategy
The Public Information Office (PIO) is developing its annual communications plan for
2013, which includes an assessment of citywide communication needs, including
communication support for the Great Park and Solar Decathlon.
The PIO continues to work with Public Safety on implementing quarterly emergency
preparedness communications to keep residents and staff informed about the importance
of being prepared.

10.

Implement Strategic Plan for Children, Youth, and Families
Children’s Health/Youth Physical Activity Programs
In October 2012, the City began implementation of its Safe Routes to School Program,
funded through a $500,000 federal grant for the 2012 through 2016 school years.
Community Services, in partnership with Public Safety, is providing bicycle/pedestrian
safety clinics, educational assemblies/workshops and activities to enable and promote
safely walking and bicycling to school. As part of the program, the City has initiated its
Walk to School Wednesdays program at eight Irvine Unified schools, with 3,090 students
or approximately 50 percent of the student body participating in the program this quarter.
In addition, the program held its first educational assembly of the school year at Lakeside
Middle School for all 775 students.
The Department of Public Safety has also promoted bicycle safety through Bike Rodeos,
Inside Irvine, information posted on the Department’s social media outlets and the Irvine
Unified School District’s Online News Flash.
Family Services
This quarter, Disability Services provided 11 children with special needs with 558
accommodation service hours, enabling inclusion in City programs with the assistance of
a one-on-one aide. This is more than double the number of accommodation hours
provided during the same period last year. Disability Services also held 15 events for
individuals with special needs, including a Halloween dance with 113 participants and
Winter Holiday dance with 101 participants.
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11.

Promote Voter Registration and Participation
The voter outreach program implemented by the City Clerk and the Public Information
Office for the November 6, 2012 General Municipal Election resulted in an all-time high
of 121,533 registered voters. This is a 6.4 percent increase, or an additional 7,293
registered voters since the voter outreach program was implemented on August 1 for this
election cycle. Voter turnout was 68 percent versus 54 percent in the 2010 election.

12.

Recognize and Celebrate Community Diversity
Community Services continues to offer programs to introduce residents to various
cultures. This quarter included culinary workshops featuring food from four different
countries, Japanese floral design, classical Persian dance for children, Chinese as a
second language, Hula/Tahitian dance, six different martial arts programs and a learn-toplay cricket class.
In 2012, the City received 611 visitors from Belize, Bulgaria, China, Czech Republic,
Estonia, India, Israel, Japan, Korea, Mexico, Thailand and Turkey. Additional visits
included Irvine’s Sister City, Hermosillo, Mexico and two delegations from Irvine’s
Friendship City, Seocho, Korea.

IBC RESIDENTIAL & MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
13.

Implement Irvine Business Complex Mixed-Use Strategy
The Irvine Company began grading for a 987-unit apartment complex at Park Place near
Michelson and Riparian. Building plans have been submitted and are pending applicant
initiated architectural design changes.
Kelvin and Jamboree Properties LLC submitted a Conditional Use Permit application for
a 384-unit residential project at the corner of Jamboree and Kelvin that is currently under
review.

HOUSING ELEMENT
14.

Regional Housing Needs Assessment 2011-2021
The Southern California Association of Governments adopted the 5th Cycle Regional
Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) for the period from 2014 to 2021. The City received
a RHNA total allocation of 12,149 housing units over the 8 year cycle. State law requires
the City update its Housing Element in 2013.

DEVELOPMENT PROCESSING
15.

Irvine Company’s Stonegate and Portola Springs Projects
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In Stonegate, the Planning Commission approved 288 for-sale dwelling units and 154 lots
for future development. The Planning Commission considered a master plan for 127
single-family homes on 127 of those lots.
In Portola Springs, the Planning Commission approved 239 for-sale units and reviewed a
master plan for 75 condominium units.
16.

Irvine Company Cypress Village (Planning Area 40)
Construction is complete on four apartment communities totaling 1,677 dwelling units as
well as surrounding parks, trails and roadways in the western portion of the planning
area. The Planning Commission has approved master plans and maps for 329 for-sale
homes and will review master plans and maps for 570 for-sale homes early this year.
There are a number of entitlement applications for this project; the first will be going to
the Planning Commission in April. Construction of for-sale homes is anticipated to start
soon with the model home opening occurring in early summer.

17.

New Home Company’s Lambert Ranch (Planning Area 6)
This project consists of 169 detached single family homes and is the first to take
advantage of the Development Fee Deferral program approved by the City Council as
part of the Business Friendly Initiatives. A total of 105 permits for homes have been
issued and the first occupancies occurred in fall of 2012. The common recreation center
is complete and available for use by new residents.

18.

Courtyard Marriott Hotel (Spectrum Planning Area 33)
An application for a Conditional Use Permit for a 210-room, 8-story tall Courtyard
Marriott Hotel in Planning Area 33 at the intersection of Alton Parkway and Gateway is
under review and a public hearing for the project is anticipated to occur in the spring.

19.

William Lyon Homes (Former Irvine School District Sites)
The project known as the Branches, located in Woodbridge at the former Alderwood
School site, consists of 48 detached single family homes. Model homes are anticipated to
open in March 2013.
The project known as the Willows, located in University Park at the former Vista Verde
School site, consists of 51 detached single family homes. Model homes are anticipated to
open in April 2013.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
20.

City’s Economic Development Team
The City’s Economic Development Team continues efforts to create a proactive,
consistent and holistic approach to attract, retain, and grow businesses. Staff developed a
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strategic plan to define Irvine’s economic development goals and launched an Economic
Development webpage on the City’s website.

MUSICK JAIL
21.

County’s Master Plan and Supplemental to Final Environmental Impact Report 564
for Musick Jail Expansion
The Musick Jail EIR and Master Plan were approved by the Board of Supervisors at the
December 11, 2012 Board of Supervisors Meeting. On January 8, 2013, the City
Attorney’s office appealed the adverse judgment that the City received in the Musick Jail
litigation. The appeal relates to the County’s January 2012 approval of their AB 900 Jail
Financing application and plan.
In addition, on January 9, 2013, the City Attorney’s office filed a new lawsuit in Orange
County Superior Court challenging the Board of Supervisor’s December 11, 2012
decision to certify a supplement to the Musick Jail EIR. The supplement to the EIR was
prepared in connection with the County’s plans to expand Musick Jail using AB 900
grant funds of $100 million, which was conditionally awarded to the County by the State
in March 2012.
The appeal and the new Superior Court lawsuit will take several months to litigate to
conclusion. City staff and the City Attorney will continue to explore settlement
opportunities that may arise.

REGIONAL AND STATE ASSOCIATION/AGENCY ACTIONS
22.

State of California – Redevelopment Dissolution and City Lawsuit
The state reviews requests for funding for enforceable obligations in six-month intervals
through a Payment Schedule approved by the City as Successor Agency and Oversight
Board. As with previous Payment Schedules, the state rejected the Amended and
Restated Development Agreement (ARDA) as an enforceable obligation on the January
through June 2013 Payment Schedule, but this time also rejected the Affordable Housing
Grant Agreement, which provides funding to the Irvine Community Land Trust. The state
previously rejected the Purchase, Sale and Financing Agreement on the July through
December 2012 Payment Schedule. The annual payment was requested again on the July
through December 2013 Payment Schedule, which is currently under review by the state.
On November 27, 2012, staff and legal counsel participated in a meet and confer session,
as provided for in AB 1484, with the California Department of Finance (DOF) regarding
the denial of funding for these obligations. On December 18, 2012, the DOF issued its
final determination for the Payment Schedule, continuing to deny funding for both of
these obligations.
The City filed a lawsuit against the DOF in May of 2012, seeking to require the DOF to
recognize the ARDA and Purchase, Sale and Finance Agreement as enforceable
obligations. The City Attorney’s Office is preparing supplemental legal actions to address
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the DOF’s actions on the January through June 2013 Payment Schedule. On February 12,
the City Council took action to become a co-petitioner with the Irvine Community Land
Trust in litigation challenging a determination of the State Department of Finance
pertaining to an Affordable Housing and Grant Agreement between the Irvine
Redevelopment Agency and the Irvine Community Land Trust. The petition will be filed
in Sacramento County Superior Court by the City and the Irvine Community Land Trust.
23.

County of Orange Items
In August 2010, the Board of Supervisors approved a Sublease Agreement to transfer
from the City to the county, a 100-acre parcel, which is located near the southwest corner
of the former El Toro Marine Base property. Most recently, on July 31, 2012, the Board
of Supervisors approved a lease with Wild Rivers Irvine, LLC for development and
operation of a waterpark on 17 acres of the county’s 100-acre parcel. The county and
Wild Rivers are targeting a May 2014 opening for the water park and are coordinating
with the City, FivePoint Communities, the Irvine Company and others. The water park
will require entitlement and environmental review through the county and the project
applicant and county are responsible for mitigating any impacts in accordance with the
California Environmental Quality Act.

24.

Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA)
On December 20 Mayor Pro Tem Lalloway was sworn in to a two-year seat on the
OCTA Board.
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